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INTRODUCTION | CHAPTER 1

West 'Jordan Resident Profile

The City of West Jordan is located in the west central part of the Salt Lake Valley, and is
one of the fastest growing communities in the area. New park and recreation facilities will
be needed to serve existing residents and those who will live in West Jordan in the future.
As the community grows, its characteristics will also change, thus a broad and flexible range
of recreation opportunities is desired.

According to the 2000 Census, West Jordan City's residents are relatively young with a
median age of 25 years. Eighty-five percent of total households are families with children
under 18 years of age, and most of them (approximately 82 percent) are living in owner-
occupied housing units. Each household includes an average 3.6 persons.

It is a relatively homogenous community where persons of the Caucasian race represent
approximately 89 percent of residents. Persons of Asian race represent two percent of the
population, and approximately 10 percent of residents are Hispanic or Latino (of any race).
According to the 2000 Census, per capita income in West Jordan is $19,268 compared to
$23,007 statewide. The lower per capita income is probably accounted for by the large
family size in West Jordan.

in 2002, West Jordan City's population is estimated at 81,619 people. This number is
based on 2000 Census data, supplemented with additional information compiled since the
Census, such as annexation of the Oquirrh Shadows neighborhood, additional population
calcutated by building permits issued since the 2000 Census, and average family size. In
2000, West Jordan City was the seventh largest City in Utah, and the fourth largest city in
Salt Lake County.

Public Involvement in the Planning Process

Steering Commitiee

A Steering Committee made up of interested residents of West Jordan, West Jordan City
Staff and Administration, the City Council, Planning Commission, and members of the Park
and Recreation Advisory Board met periodically throughout the planning process. Their role
was to guide development of the plan, and provide valuable experience and information
regarding parks, recreation and trails in West Jordan City.

Resident Survey

West Jordan City conducted a resident survey in March 2002. The survey included two
sections — one that addressed overall General Plan issues, and another that addressed
Parks, Recreation, and Trails. The purpose of the survey was to understand how citizens
use and perceive existing parks, recreation facilities, and trails; how park and recreation
resources can be improved and what additional facilities are needed; the kinds of programs
and activities desired in parks; and how new parks and facilities might be funded.
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Five thousand surveys were mailed in February and most were received in March 2002,
West Jordan City residents responded with an over 10 percent response rate. Five hundred
seventy-six (576) surveys were returned, of which 500 were analyzed to ensure an error
margin of 5 percent at a 95 percent confidence level. Results of the surveys are
summarized within each chapter to indicate general trends, and in some cases, specific
needs. A copy of the survey instrument is included in the Appendix,

Public Scoping Meetings

Three public “scoping” meetings were held
in March 2002, The meetings focused jointly
on General Plan issues, and Parks,

Recreation and Trails issues. '4‘ ‘ =
73]

Approximately 50 persons signed-in at the
scoping meetings. During this first set of
meetings, groups were asked to identify
issues or concerns to be addressed in the
Plan, and to provide specific information
related to recreation needs and facilities,
Written comments were alsoc received.
Notes from each of the meetings were
compiled, summarized, and documented,
and are found in the Appendix of this document

At the conclusion of each scoping meeting, participants were asked to allocate three stick-
on “dots” to the items shown on the list generated during the meeting. The allocation of
dots revealed what participants identified as the highest priorities. These priorities are also
summarized and found in the Appendix.

Draft Plan Open House

An open house meeting was held on May 29, 2002, which allowed residents to review and
comment on the Draft Parks, Recreation and Trails Master Plan, as well as three Alternative
Development Concepts for the Main Park. Written comments were received during the
meeting and afterwards, and comments were recorded on flip charts during the meeting.
Forty persons signed-in at the open house meeting; however, very few left comments
specific to the Plan

Pubiic Hearings
Public hearings were held before the Planning Commission and the City Council.

The Potential For Bias

Results of the surveys have some inherent biases. Surveys were mailed to 5000 randomly
selected households and businesses on the utility billing mailing list.  Thus, apartment
dwellers, who do not receive utility billings would not have received a survey. Those
individuals with a high level of interest in recreation are more likely to respond, potentially
overstating the degree of community support for recreational development. Additionally, the
survey was conducted in February and March, which may affect some responses that
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pertain to outdoor activities. Some bias could also have occurred depending on who in the
household completed the survey, i.e. male or female, aduit or teen.

The scoping meetings and open house were advertised community-wide and provided an
opportunity for those who did not receive a survey, or who did not participate in filling out the
survey to attend the meetings. There is also some potential for bias at the public meetings
where specific interest groups may be over-represented compared to the total population.

Even though there is always the potential for bias, the combination of both surveys and
public meetings affords a relatively high level of confidence that results accurately reflect
the views of the community as a whole.

Coordination With Other Plan Documents

Several other planning documents and planning processes have relevance to this planning
effort.

West Jordan Open Land Plan

An Open Land Plan is in process under a separate contract. Wherever possible, this plan
complements and enhances the work of the Open Land Plan by providing more detailed
information about the park, recreational, and trails aspects of open spaces in West Jordan

City.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

in October 2000, the West Jordan Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan was adopted. it
recommends various multi-use trails and bike lanes throughout the City. The
recommendations contained in that plan are incorporated into Chapter 4 of this plan.

West Jordan City General Plan

An update of the West Jordan City General Plan is occurring simuitaneously with this plan.
However, completion of the Parks, Recreation and Trails Plan precedes completion of the
General Plan, When the General Plan is complete, this plan will become the Parks,
Recreation and Trails Element of the updated General Plan.

Main City Park Plan

A Master Plan for the Main City Park has been completed. Thus, this plan does not address
specific issues relative to the Main City Park in a comprehensive manner. The Main City
Park Master Plan complements this Parks, Recreation and Trails Element of the General
Plan.

Master Plan Goals
Goals of the West Jordan City Parks, Recreation, and Trails Element of the General Plan

are generally broad and inclusive. They are the basic philosophy expressed by the City in
providing services.
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